Introduced by Council Member Gaffney and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Crescimbeni, Carter, R. Brown, Wilson, Becton and Hazouri:
RESOLUTION 2016-617
A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING AND HONORING HISTORIC MOUNT ZION A.M.E. CHURCH ON THE OCCASION OF ITS 150TH ANNIVERSARY AS A HOUSE OF WORSHIP IN JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
houses of worship are sanctuaries  in our community, providing spiritual nourishment for those in need, fellowship on joyous occasions, solace for the bereaved and guidance for those in search of the Light;  and

WHEREAS,
churches in Jacksonville have always been an integral component of our social fabric; our churches have provided vital leadership in righting wrongs that often endure; and

WHEREAS,
Bishop Richard Allen, a minister, educator and writer, founded the African Methodist Episcopal Church in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania in 1794; he organized a denomination where free Blacks could worship and where slaves could find a measure of dignity; and

WHEREAS,
in the aftermath of the Civil War, several dozen Freedman in Jacksonville, Florida organized a “Society” for the purpose of religious worship. On July 28, 1866, the group became formally recognized as Mount Zion A.M.E. Church; the church acquired property at the corner of Beaver and Newnan Streets and built a small frame structure for worship; after the Great Fire of 1901 destroyed the structure, the church built anew and dedicated a new sanctuary in 1905; and
WHEREAS,
Historic Mount Zion A.M.E. Church is one of Jacksonville’s distinguished houses of worship with a long, admirable history; today, at the helm of the Historic Mount Zion A.M.E. family is its accomplished Pastor, the Reverend Pearce Ewing, Sr., who dedicates and commits the “Downtown Church” to assisting the deprived, the helpless and the spiritual hopeless; throughout its long, cherished history, Historic Mount Zion A.M.E. Church has had a vital, critically significant presence in the life of Jacksonville and in the lives of those who have sought and received guidance and blessings from this magnificent house of worship; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council hereby recognizes and honors Historic Mount Zion A.M.E. Church on the glorious occasion of its 150th Anniversary as a house of worship in Jacksonville and extends its best wishes for continued vibrancy in the years ahead.


Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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